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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To decide whether or not the reticle 1 can be used in a 
short time 

by generating initial-time reticle foreign matter coordinate data 
previously, 

and generating and comparing inspected reticle foreign matter 
coordinate data 

by a similar procedure before the reticle is used. 

CONSTITUTION: The reticle 1 which has a pattern having no fatal 
flaw, an 

origin mark 11, and a rotation reference mark 12 is placed on a base 3 
and its 

entire surface is irradiated by a laser beam 4. A light receiving part 
5 

converts reflected light into an electric signal and a signal 
processing part 6 

generates reticle foreign matter coordinate data corresponding to 
foreign 

bodies 31 and 32 and coordinate data on the marks 11 and 12 from the 
position 

irradiated with the laser beam and an abnormal electric signal, 
performs 

coordinate transformation so that the mark 11 is at the origin and the 



mark 12 

is on a coordinate axis, and generates the initial -time reticle foreign 
matter 

coordinate data. Then when the reticle is used, the inspected reticle 
foreign 

matter coordinate data is generated similarly and a comparison control 
part 9 

compares the inspected foreign matter coordinate data with the 
initial-time 

reticle foreign matter coordinate data to check the difference, thereby 
deciding whether or not the reticle 1 can be used. 
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